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SUBRJECT: autobiographical;
farming in the St. Albert
area,

INFORMANT: GEORGE KLUTHE

PERIOD: 1905 - ¢1950

LENGTH OF TAPE: 1 hr,., 10 min. INTERVIEWED BY: Arlene Borgstede
July 2nd, 1976

006 - 008 George Joseph Kluthe, born on present farm, November 2, 1905.
ro Nburiced. “KelW -TEE?
009 - 060 Father: Joseph Kluthe, born in Qggany; came to St. Albert
area in 1893, Impressed with the grass, trees and water,
brought wife, Elizabeth Sprenger and 5 children out.

acre. Built house, barn, cleared land.-Meoved havebram the Dikedas .
177 oot Chevigny's farm is immediately south.; boys put up fence
2™V yith wire brought from the StatesbecaVae 't was Geaverd exferl”
avve hore  As, bronatt wiadmil
061 = 072 First house was used until 1949; 2 rooms, a kitechaen and
bedroom downstairs, 2 rooms upstairs, Later a larger kitchen
was added{bafove 6%
1914 - 1915 the house was raised, basement put in with furnace, .
and large kitl:gen added.

i:Lyﬁwp Bought present farm, 2 quarters from the CPR., for #4-§5 per

073 = 082 Schooling available for children; (1894) teacher lived atthe
school, children stayed for the week, returned home on
weekends.,

083 - 097 Father's trip to the Klondike in 1897-98; was away almost
two years. Mother's brother loocked after farm,
eothiea\
098 - 122 Personal reflections of father and motheml .y aeiwe ,epesmde e
Father's attitude towards citizenship in Canata. FENGEMS

125 - 142 Life on the aﬁrm as a child: supplies bought from St. Albert,
occassionally trips made into Edmonton (perhaps once a month)
by buggy.

Sisters all sewed, made their own clothes, orders placed
with Eatcons catalogue,
~C Q“\E . \'6%0

143 - 155 Chevigny's were here before the Kluthes. Their pigs got into
mother's garden, ruining the years supply of produce. In fall
Mrs, Chevigny brought over a truckload of vegetables.

156 - 162 Farmed oats, barley, cattle, chickens, geese., Traded butter
for groceries.

163 - 166 Medical services: mid-wives, Clo')lg\ Aochr waes W EO\MO(\*OP\-

167 - 174 Children in Joseph Kluthe's family: Frances
Theresa
John
Miliie
Mary
Anne
George
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175 - 180 Entertainment: dances, basket socials, canoeing.
Had a gramaphone at home.

~ 2 wetkc.)

182 - 198 Barly Christmases: lots of preparation: Santa Claus would
come Christmas Eve, mother and children would attend Mid-
night Mass. Chricdvnes fee w t2ndles
Christmas dinner was roast goose. New Years Eve was not as
important; did some visiting.

199 - 244 Attended Bouland (?) school for the first year. Walked the
3 miles. Then went to the Guilbeault School 2% miles away.
Recalls Father Sullivan (prior to studying for the priest-.
hood) boarded at their home for 3 years. Fvom \ce \2\
Many teachers boarded at their home. Recalls a Mr, Madden who
return after 4O years to visit; mother had not caded his
cheque for room and board.
About 20 - 30 pupils attended grades 1- 8. George completed
grade 8 and part of grade 9; left school at 13- 14 years of
age.

Some, Name-call aX ‘SL\WOO\
245 - 256 Prejudice felt at school during WW I little in the Community,
Brother was not called, '

257 - 280 Stayed on the farm (now 5 quarters). Brother, John, was given
2 quarters when he married, Farmed mostly grain, cattle, had
a lot of horses. Helped.{athet woith remawming 3 guarked
Harvesting was done by threshing machine, t¥actdrs. Steanm
engines came in and did custom threshing. 9'+‘“%£Qﬁ depending

on head toea(

281 = 297 Grain was hauled to Edmonton by horse and wagon (40-45 bushels
at a time)., Cattle were driven into Burns Packing Plant in
Edmonton; later loaded on the train in St. Albert.

298 - 314 George went to Montana, worked in the o0il fields for 2-3 yrs.
Returned in 1928 to take over the farm.

'h Yd’\.\'ﬁ_. /7 %
315 - 321 Parents moved into Edmonton; father died at 80 yrs, c. 1935
mother died at 383 yrs. c. f§41. 19 s

322 - 327 Marrial Dorrie Chevigny 27 August, 1929 at St. Albert by
Father Jan, OMI

328 - 339 Farm at that time included full line of horse machinery,
tractor and ]Z%W&itgc}%.s Amean
3450 - 381 Depression in 1930: in 1929 wheat sold for $#1.28 - §1.52 per
4 bushel; in 1930 they threshed 4LOOO bushels, stored for the
bk@_EMrwdée ?wc% wintem. In spring, paid storage and received 30¢ per bushel.
Ejj‘: Couldi™ " \was ko oW ook 14 pigs (200 1bs. each) in to sell; got $4.00 each.

e ‘ _ lked cows only for their own use. ONnce. By ( et Qfan\css“Wm
,_m AE&\)& kel 10/ bustal %]‘%-O/bus\w\ ¥ ﬂuﬁl% Mokt ok L@;‘?’-;Hek-

k“?ud fﬂS 382 - 390 Deslt with Hector Lemer in St. bert, (present location of

alves St. Albert Pharmacy).

; [ ham

391 - 398 Father paid taxes on the fzrm for a couple of years. Others
lost farms,
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463 - 478
492 - 530
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537 - 585
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Entertainment: visiting, dancing, playing cards., Didn'®
travel to Edmonton often.

1 son, Wesley, born June 30th, 1930 at Misericordia Hospital.
Attended Guilbeault school, then went into St. Albert beginning

with Grade 9. Didn't +eack ard in Ao C.oun\'\'ua%f—\“"" 3

Guilbeault school was moved into St. Albert to replace the
home of Bill Fraser which had burned down,. lived ‘hace unbil

1437 A, - Lo
Turning point in the depression:Barley could be sold for 80¢
per bushel at elevators for breweries, Hauled about 3000 bushels.

in Man ¥0P3 1506 Fatelwin

8o0ld grain at Volmer., St. Albert, Edmonton. Some people would
trade grain for flour at Gillespie's Flour Mill in St. Albert.

WW II: prices went up, some labour shortage. Rahani \“g$rf¥
Some (ngt m\,\ch\ prec .U\&(CL -Rros Serveek Yoo havd.on them.
Improvements to Highway 2: became a busy road.
‘AMlagka Fﬁﬁhuﬂ ¥
St. Albert: c, 1912 - Perron's old store, LeChambre's stoe
in the Dawson Block; burning of the Dawson Block in 1928,
Prips into Edmonton made often with car. >bfce/uwee¥

Sports in St. Albert: didn't participate much.¥hiﬁ<°5"‘V°‘n¥efj

Influence of the church: Celebration of the unveiling of the '
Lacombe statue - 1927. St. John the Baptist Day was a big -
celebration with picnic and sports day. 3
Easily assimilated community; town was mostly French, outer
areas were a mixture of ethnic backgrounds. had moved
. : 45 st Pauwl
In 1949, drilling was done on his land, (had bought Guilbeault
corner). Lease went to Imperial 0il, farmed out to Redwater
Lease Holds. Sturck oil on the land where he didn't hold the
mineral rights. Later sruck oil on land that he held the rights
on,

In 1949, present house was built, power came through the same
year. House had running water, power, hezted with diesel fuel.

First house had been builit of lumber, heated with coal from
the McDonald or Starkey Mines for $#2.50 - #3.00 per ton.

Interested in politics but not actively involved.

Father raised Horses; brought 14-15 head of Percheron horses
from the States. Raised them and sold to German-Russian
farmers from Stoney Plain for $500-$800 per team, % cash,
remainder at 8%. Many horses died of Swamp Fever., Ravsed o Z'Afﬁ
Also bought a pair of Registered Belgium Mares.

Aavsed ¢ sold <hitons
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Father had left 2 Purebred Belgium mares on the farm, In
the 30's George was able to sell a stallion for #500 and
bought a used tractor.

Showed horses in Edmonton, Toronto Royal Winter Fair.
"Watercress Lorraine' took a second in Toronto,

Government would ship horses down to Onario. (1943-46%

Neighbours on surrounding farms: Chevignys, Terraults, Belilles.

Businessmen in St. Albert: Goulin and Meyhew had garages,
Blacksmith, Matt Leonard. A blacksmith named Judge later moved
to Volmer, '

Mr. Hogan owned a farm nearby.

Sold all but 40 acres of the farm and is now raising Hereford
(Registered) cattle. Showed Bulls in Calgary, Edmonton etc.

Death of hired man, Maxx, discovery of his bones after two years,

buried behind barn. (B{@or@ (';c.ovcae, w1l barn) Gok \esl, Wad
Serqure ¢ OUCCL:;" wouldn'y bur% ‘”}'C‘L‘("\ES;L&L

Father had hired Indians to clear land; promised them a case

of whiskey to do the Jjob quickly. Father was almost arrested

for giving liquor to Indians.

Problems of excess witer in the area; man took a boat as far \
as Morinville, %auc&\f\ farm \n 3 dry yeav, dad iy Knaw abeut wates

Cold winters,

Mother spun wool she obtained from Chevigny's,

Winter 1949: blizzard closed the highway, left many strandedJﬁch33
Father had left a 1924 Essex Touring car on the farm, In

1928, bought (traded Essex in )i a sedan for $1275 which was

a Nemon', Traded it in for a Ford Coupe in 1930 for #814, was
forced to sell that same year for about $500.A\se hadatruck

whieh he K&P'F



